An Overview of 1 Thessalonians

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy sent this letter to the Thessalonians, who were recent converts being persecuted for their faith. Paul, unable to visit them, sent Timothy to report on their faith and well-being. Upon receiving Timothy’s report, Paul wrote this letter praising them for their faith, giving them hope in the resurrection of the dead, and exhorting them not to fall back into the lifestyle of unbelievers.

An Outline of 1 Thessalonians

Prescript (1:1)

Thanksgiving (1:2-10)

· Grounds of Thanksgiving (1:2-4)

· Genuineness of Grounds (1:5-10)

Defense of Apostolic Action and Absence (2-3)

· Defense of Apostolic Action (2:1-16)

· Defense of Apostolic Absence (2:17-3:10)

· Prayer for Thessalonians (3:11-13)

Exhortation (4-5:24)

· On Keeping Traditions (4:1,2)

· On Sexual Purity (4:3-8)

· On Brotherly Love (4:9-12)

· On the Faithful Departed (4:13-18)

· On Times and Seasons (5:1-11)

· On Recognition of Leaders (5:12,13)

· On Various Christian Duties (5:14-22)

· Prayer for Thessalonians (5:23,24)

Postscript (5:25-28)

An Outline of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

On the Faithful Departed (4:13-18)

· Resurrection for the Faithful Departed (13,14)

· The Assurance of the Lord (15-17)

On Times and Seasons (5:1-11)

· Day of the Lord (1-3)

· Call for Watchfulness (4-8a)

· Christian Life (8b-10)

· General Conclusion (11)

Themes for Sermons on 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

The 3rd Last Sunday of the Church Year, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Christ’s death and resurrection has given us assurance He has conquered death. For those who are given life in Christ, death can no longer hold them. Christians can be sure that they will be raised from the dead and joined with all believers. So contrary to unbelievers, who mourn without any assurance of life or salvation after death, Christians grieve for their loved ones with the hope that one day they will be united with them in the presence of God.

The 2nd Last Sunday of the Church Year, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3

Those who confess the Creed echo the words of the Lord Jesus Himself, who promised to appear in order to judge the living and the dead. Therefore, unlike the unbelievers who live according to their desires and goals and thus will be surprised at the Lord’s appearing, God’s holy people live in joy-filled expectation for that day. Our lives reflect the prayer of the Church: Come, Lord Jesus.

The Last Sunday of the Church Year, 1 Thessalonians 5:4 -11 

Because we live by the hope of our Lord’s appearance, our lives display this confidence – we are alert and self-controlled, not carried away by the unbridled passions of those who live for the day. Our Lord appeared the first time to rescue us from wrath; and our Lord promises to appear the second time to bring the consummation of salvation.

A Word about “Brotherly Exhortation”

Paul throughout his letters instructed the congregations to exhort and to encourage one another. Since we are baptized into one body (I Corinthians 12:13), we are not autonomous beings. As brothers and sisters in Christ we serve the family of God and look after the well-being of one another. For Christ made Himself nothing and took the form of a servant so that we might be saved (Philippians 2). Therefore the love we have been shown in Christ is manifested in our service to others. We encourage those who mourn with the hope of the resurrection (I Thessalonians 4:18) and exhort our fellow Christians to keep awake as we wait for our Lord’s appearance (5:11).

